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" Front row from left: Helene Werner, Mary Glenn, Karen Kurth Hall and Ora Jane Johnson. Second row: Linda
Sisk, Peggy Price, Stella Adams, Nelda Hammett and Shirley Kerr. Third row: Rachel Underwood, Mary Nell Bryant,
LaMerle Culp, Carolyn Ericson and Lois Fitch. Back row: Linda Nichols, Betty Land, Anita Reichert, Julia Clow and

Betty Biggerstaff.




Society of the United States Daughters of 1812
host charter ceremony an installation of officers

- The John S. Roberts Chapter of the

National Society of the United States

. Daughters of 1812 hosted a charter

' ceremony and installation of officers

- recently at the Old University Building

- in Nacogdoches. In addition to the 15
charter members of the newly formed
chapter, three national society officers,

tions were present. Organizing President

' Linda Sisk welcomed guests and presided:

over the general order of the service. -
Karen Kurth Hall of the William Gann

Chapter in Lufkin and current Registrar
National gave the invocation which was
followed by the pledge to the United
States flag led by Helene Werner of the
General Alexander McComb Chapter of
Okemos, Michigan and current Record-
ing Secretary National.

Bobbie Ann Anderson, regent of the
Nacogdoches Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution, led the
American’s Creed; Suzanne Warlick,
president of the Stone Fort Chapter of

_the Daughters of the Republic of Texas,
presided for the singing of the national

anthem and the salute to the Texas flag. -

Elizabeth Jenkins of the William Gann

~ Chapter in Lufkin led the salute to the

Flag of 1812. :
Carolyn Ericson gave a brief history of

- John S. Roberts, the chapter’s namesake,
after which Texas State President Ora

~ Jane Johnson of the John Cavet Chapter

the president of the Texas society, and in- -

vited guests from other lineage organiza-

in Dallas formally presented charter
#443 to Sisk. President Johnson received
the report from the chapter nominating
committee and presided over the election
of officers. Mary Glenn of the Francis

. Fleshhart Chapter of Texas City and cur-’
- rent 3rd Vice-president National installed

the following officers for the 2012-2014
term: Linda Sisk, president; Peggy Price,
vice-president; Stella Adams, chaplain;
Nelda Hammet, secretary; Lois Fitch,
treasurer; Carolyn Ericson, registrar;
and Shirley Kerr, librarian/curator.

H. Farrar Bentley, member of the

- General Society War of 1812, closed the
" ceremony with a benediction. During
- the refreshment hour, Patsy Hallman of -

the Federation of Women’s Clubs gave a
brief history and conducted tours of the
01d University Building.
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- Daughters of 1812 ; .
‘ ed John S. Roberts Chapter of U.S. Daughters of 1812 met

Fourteen members of the newly orgar ‘ ter :
arolyn Ericson, present a program on Harriet Fenley

recently to hear local historiaq a
Collier Roberts, the wife of Nacogdo:
business session. Lois Fitch and Neld «
Ericson, Chaplain Stella Adams, Ham| ndf,,Fitch. -

Daughters of 1812 |
Twenty-two members of the John S. Roberts Chapter of Daughters of
1812 were present at a recent meeting to hear Lois Fitch present
a program on Mary Young Pickersgill — the woman who stitched
the American flag that flew over Ft. McHenry during the British
bombardment. It was this tattered flag that inspired Francis Scott
Key to write the poem that has become our national anthem,
“The Star Spangled Banner”” President Linda Sisk conducted the
| business session. Hostesses for the luncheon were Carolyn Ericson
and Jeannette Porter. Pictured, from left, are Fitch, Ericson, Porter
and Sisk. ‘
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YOUR TURN
‘Daughters of 1812 thank you

We had a great attendance at our June 18th U.S. Daugh-
ters of 1812 Bicentennial “Ringing the Bells of Freedom”
ceremony at the Old North Church celebrating the 200th
anniversary of the War of 1812 and honoring the Nacog-
doches veterans of that war. Our success was thanks
to the wonderful coverage of our event in The Daily
Sentinel. We appreciate your publishing the three Sunday
feature articles on the War of 1812. And our praises go to
Erin Pradia for the outstanding article and video which
covered our event.

Dr. Tom McKinney gave an informative program on
the war at our ceremony, its causes and effects. This “For-
gotten War” was our second Revolutionary War against
Great Britain. It saw Washington, D.C., burned yet gave
birth to “The Star Spangled Banner,” our national an-
them. The War of 1812 created our American Navy and
assured U.S. supremacy on the seas as a vital defense.

Mr. Farrar Bentley, General Society of 1812, and Mr.

! Daniel Rogers, Sons of the American Revolution, came in

5 continental soldier military attire and led our procession-
al to ring the bell honoring the 15 Nacogdoches veterans

of the War of 1812 who are buried in county cemeteries.

Nacogdoches residents have played an important role
throughout history, not only in the struggle for Texas
independence, but also in our nation’s struggle to remain
a free and independent republic. Thank you for support-
ing our efforts to preserve one more vital element of the
illustrious legacy of the “Oldest Town in Texas.” _

Linda Sisk

Organizing president

John S. Roberts Chapter 443
United States Daughters of 1812




'

Honoring those lost i

The War of 1812




Quentin Wmstme/]‘ne Daily Sentinel

Farrar Bentley, a member of the Sons of the American Revolution and the Society of the War of 1812, helps 4-year-old Grace McKinney
ring the bell at the War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebration Monday at 0ld North Church. The ringing of the bells at the end of the
celebratlon was done in honor of all the soldlers of 1812 buned in Nacogdoches county.

Community gathers at Old North chui?ch

BY ERIN PRADIA
epradia@dailysentinel.com

ngie McKinney held her 4-year-
old daughter Grace McKinney
0 she could reach to ring the
0ld North Church bell to celebrate
freedom as part of the bicentennial
commemoration of the War of 1812,

The celebration was a family event
for the McKinneys.

Grace’s father, Tom McKinney, who
has a doctorate in history, was the
keynote speaker at the event.

- Her grandmother, Louis Fitch,
served as the bicentennial chairman of
the Daughters of the War of 1812, and
helped organize the event.

“This is just a great historical event
we wanted to be here for,” said Angie
McKinney.

The war ended in a stalemate, with
neither the Americans nor British

gaining anything tangible, according

1o a program provided at the event.

- The War of 1812 gave legitimacy to the
- American naval presence and ended

the impressment of American sailors
by the British Navy.

After the invocation, about 40 at-
tendees joined in reciting the pledge of
allegiance to the Texas and American
flags, the salute to the flag of 1812 and
the American’s Creed.

Mayor Roger Van Horn presented a
proclamation from the City of
Nacogdoches.

Van Horn spoke about direct link
between events of the past such as the
War of 1812 and the advances made in
America today. He also charged those
present to continue to remember the
past and honor those who made free-
dom possible. .

Van Horn'’s proclamation was dlS-
played along with four others sent by
elected officials unable to be present,
including Gov. Rick Perry, Senator Kay

View video
online

Vlsrt WWW. daﬂysentme!
com to view a video
of the Bicentennial

celebrationon
Monday at Old North
Church.

Bailey Hutchison, Judge Joe English
and US. Rep. Louie Gohmert. :

McKinney, who is part of SFA’s
department of history spoke on the
significance of the often forgotten War
of 1812.

The names of the veterans of the
War of 1812 buried in Nacogdoches
County were read and the church

1812» 3A
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legally changed to John Fenley
- Roberts, He and Harriet had one
- son by the name of Lycurgus
~ Roberts,

Rebecca Collier, step-daughter
of John'S. Roberts, was married

~ toZachariah P Fenley, and they

settled on Fenley Lake, near the
Angelina River in what isnow
Angelina County, Shortly after
the beginning of the Cordovan
Rebellion, Aug, 8,1838, one of
Fenley’s slaves was induced to
join the conspiracy, Zachariah ,
went in pursuit of the slave and
was captured and murdered,

On Dec. 1, 1839, M, Fenlev
sued Vicente Cordova for the
theft of her slave and recovered
judgment against him, To satisfy
the judgment, Cordova’s half
interest in the Olq Stone Fort

~ Was sold at execution to Rebecca

Fenley, who transferred the
title to her mother, Mrs, Harriet

e e

Roberts, Eventually Roberts

; ppe‘rated a saloon in the build-

Ing until his death Aug, 9, 1871,
Thus the title to the Olq Stone
Fort passed into the hands of

the Roberts family whereit
remained until purchaged by
Perkins Brothers in 1901, -
 After the Texas Revolution,
Roberts formed a bartnership
with John Durst and George AL
len to engage in the mercantile
business across Fredonia Street,
east of the Old Stone Fort. The
hext year the company was do-
ing business as Roberts, Allen,
and Company. In 1838, Durst ;
bought out Allen and the firm
of Roberts, Durst and Phillips
‘was formed. Allen moved to
Houston, a town founded in 1836
by his brothers, Augustus C,
and John K. Allen, ;

+ Major Roberts was a charter
member of Milam Lodge No.
40, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons in Nacogdoches, When
Roberts County, Texas was cre-

ated Aug, 21, 1876, it wag named

e S—

in honor of John §, Roberts; one
of the signers of the Declaration
of Texas Independence, and
other distinguished Texans of
that name, :

The newly organizeq chapter
of United States Daughters of
1812.in Nacogdoches has been |
hamed in honor of John S,
Roberts, The public is invited to
help celebrate the bicentennial of
the War of 1812 on June 18,2012,
atnoon at Old North Church,
The Ringing of the Bells for 1812
across the Jand will indicate the
beginning of the bicentennial cel-
ebration, The brogram begins at
11:30 am., hosted by the John 8,
Roberts Chapter No. 443, with the
bell ringing at noon, Make plans
to attend and help the group
celebrate the bicentennial,

Carolyn Erieson is o Féllow of
Texas State Genealogical Society, :

life member of Nacogdoches

Genealogical Society, author
of 55 books and o newspaper
columnist. ;
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The story of “The Star Span-
gled Banner” begins with the 15-

| star, 15-stripe flag that inspired

Francis Scott Key to write the
famous four-stanza poem that
later was adopted as our na-
tional anthem. The flag became
lmown as the “Star-Spangled
Banner Flag” and is on display
today in the National Museum
of American History in Wash-
ington, D.C. ‘

It was on Sept. 3, 1814, that
the  young Maryland - lawyer
serving as district attorney of
the District of Columbia heard
about the capture of Dr. William
Beanes in Baltimore. Key was
determined tosecurehisfriend’s
release and received approval
from President James Madison

to negotiate an exchange of Brit-.

ish prisoners for Beanes.

The discussion took place on
a boat in the harbor, and the
British officers agreed to the ex-
change. However, because Key
and John S. Skinner, who had
accompanied him, had heard
details of the British plans for

‘the-immediate attack on Balti-

more, they were detained until
after the battle. It was during the
rainy night of Sept. 14, 1814, that
Key witnessed the bombard-
ment of Fort McHenry from

1iag would De aispiayea I0oUOow-
ingthebattle.

It was not until the dawn of
morning light that Key saw
that the smaller flag had been
replaced with a. much larger
American flag. He was so in-
spired by the American victory
and the triumphant flag flying
above the fort that the next day
he wrote the poem on the back
of a letter he had kept in his
pocket. - :

The original flag was 42 feet
long and 30 feet high with each
stripe about two feet and the stars
about two feet in diameter. The
flag was made by Mary Young
Pickersgill and her assistants.

Following his release on Sept.

16, Key finished the poem at the

Indian Queen Hotel in Balfi-
more where he was staying and
he entitled it “The Defence of
Fort McHenry.” (Note the his-
torical era-spelling of the word
“defense.”) The words fit a pop-
ular old British drinking song
composed in London by John
Stafford Smith, and Key’s song
quickly became popular in the

United States. It was printed in -

17 newspapers from Georgia
to New Hampshire.

A few weeks later, it was
published with the words and -
music together under the title

nana purang sang It at Laptdin
McCauley’s tavern.

Even though Key died in 1843,
he witnessed the song’s popu--
larity which gave him a lasting
reputation. Through the 1800s,
bands played the anthem during
public events, and in 1889 it was
declared the official tune to be
played at the raising of the flag,
In 1916, President Woodrow Wil-
son ordered it be played at mili-
tary and other appropriate occa-
sions, such as sporting events.

Finally on March 3, 1931, Pres-
ident Herbert Hoover signed the
law making “The Star-Spangled
Banner” the country’s official
national anthem.

Marynell A. Bryant is a char-
ter member of The United States
Daughters of 1812, John S. Rob-
erts chapter of Nacogdoches.
Bryant is a three-term past presi-
dent of the Texas Stafe Genea-
logical Society and current direc-
tor of the Texas First Families
certificate program sponsored by
TSGS. She is a professional gene-
alogical researcher and presenter
JSrom Sulphur Springs.
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WAR OF 1812

Bicentennial approaches

b e
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, ndrew D. Brosig/The Daily Sentinel
Lois Fitch, War of 1812 Bicentennial Committee chairperson, left, and Linda Sisk, organizing president
for the John S. Roberts Chapter 443 of the U.S. Daughters of 1812, pose Friday outside the historic Old

North Church north of Nacogdoches. The chapter is organizing a bell ringing, set for 11:30 a.m. June pe
18 at the church to commemorate the bicentennial anniversary of the war. A roli call of Nacogdoches

veterans of the War of 1812 will be read as part of the ceremony.

Club members discuss
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